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1
STRUCTURAL MEMBERS AND RELATED
METHODS AND SYSTEMS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This applications claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation No. 61/888,568 filed on 9 Oct. 2013 and to U.S. Pro-
visional Application No. 61/952,423 filed on 13 Mar. 2014,
the disclosures of each of the foregoing applications are
incorporated herein, in their entireties, by this reference.

BACKGROUND

Structural systems, (e.g., buildings and similar structures)
commonly include interconnected structural members, such
as beams and columns. For example, structural beams and
columns may form general support and/or frames of a build-
ing and may secure one or more building components, such as
walls, floors, roof, etc. During a seismic event, the structural
members of the building may experience loads that may lead
to failure thereof. Furthermore, in some systems, structural
fuses may absorb energy imparted onto the structure by the
seismic event and may dissipate such energy (e.g., through
failure thereof). Failure of such structural fuses, however,
may require repair and/or replacement thereof.

Buildings may be configured to resist lateral forces (e.g.,
from seismic events) by including beams and columns which
typically inefficiently absorb the energy imparted into the
building by such forces. As such, in some instances, a seismic
event may damage the structural members and/or other com-
ponents of the building. Generally, damaged or failed struc-
tural components may require costly repair and/or replace-
ment.

Accordingly, users and manufacturers of structural mem-
bers and systems continue to seek improvements of such
structural members and systems to minimize or eliminate
damage thereto from seismic events.

SUMMARY

Embodiments disclosed herein relate to structural, seismic
beams and columns as well as to structures including such
seismic beams and columns. In some embodiments, the seis-
mic beams and columns may be sized, shaped, or otherwise
configured to have an approximately even or uniform stress
distribution (e.g., during a seismic event and/or wind loading
event). For instance, the seismic beams and/or columns may
form or may be included in a moment-resisting frame, which
may resist lateral forces. In particularly, the moment-resisting
frame may have rigid joints or connections between the seis-
mic beams and columns, such that lateral force applied to the
moment-resisting frame produces bending moment and/or
shear forces in the seismic beams and columns and/or at joints
therebetween.

In at least one embodiment, a seismic beam for fabrication
of'a moment-resisting frame is disclosed. The seismic beam
includes one or more webs extending along a longitudinal
axis and a plurality of flanges connected to the one or more
webs and extending along the longitudinal axis. At least one
flange of'the plurality of flanges is positioned on a first side of
the one or more webs, and at least another flange of the
plurality of flanges is positioned on a second, opposite side of
the one or more webs. Each flange of the plurality of flanges
has an approximately planar major side that is oriented
approximately perpendicular to the one or more webs. More-
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over, each major side has a width that gradually decreases
along the longitudinal axis from a first location to a second
location.

In at least one embodiment, a moment-resisting frame is
disclosed. The moment-resisting frame includes a first verti-
cal beam and a second vertical beam oriented approximately
parallel to the first vertical beam. The moment-resisting
frame also includes a first horizontal beam rigidly connected
at a first end thereof to a connection location on the first beam
and at a second end thereof to a connection location on the
second beam. The first horizontal beam includes a first web
having approximately vertical orientation and a first flange
connected to the first web. The first flange has an approxi-
mately horizontal orientation. The first flange also has a
greater width at or near the first end than at an intermediate
location between the first end and the second end. The first
horizontal beam also includes a second flange connected to
the first web and having an approximately horizontal orien-
tation.

Additional or alternative embodiments include a moment-
resisting frame that includes a first vertical beam, a second
vertical beam, and a first horizontal beam rigidly connected at
a first end thereof to a connection location on the first beam
and at a second end thereof to a connection location on the
second beam. Furthermore, one or more of the first vertical
beam, second vertical beam, or the first horizontal beam have
avarying moment of inertia that decreases along longitudinal
axes thereof from a first location to a second location.

Features from any of the disclosed embodiments may be
used in combination with one another, without limitation. In
addition, other features and advantages of the present disclo-
sure will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art
through consideration of the following detailed description
and the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings illustrate several embodiments, wherein
identical reference numerals refer to identical or similar ele-
ments or features in different views or embodiments shown in
the drawings.

FIG. 1is an isometric view of a seismic beam according to
an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is an isometric view of a seismic beam according to
another embodiment;

FIG. 3 is an isometric view of a seismic beam according to
yet another embodiment;

FIG. 4 is an isometric view of a seismic beam according to
still one or more other embodiments;

FIG. 5 is an isometric view of a seismic beam according to
yet one other embodiment;

FIG. 6 is an isometric view of a seismic beam according to
yet another embodiment;

FIG. 7 is an isometric view of a seismic beam according to
still another embodiment;

FIG. 8 is an isometric view of a seismic beam according to
at least one other embodiment;

FIG. 9 is an isometric view of a seismic beam according to
yet one other embodiment;

FIG.101s anisometric view of a seismic beam according to
another embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a longitudinal cross-sectional, isometric view of
the seismic beam shown in FIG. 9, with cutouts formed
therein according to an embodiment;

FIG. 12 is a longitudinal cross-sectional, isometric view of
the seismic beam shown in FIG. 10, with cutouts formed
therein according to an embodiment;
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FIG. 13 is an isometric view of a moment resisting frame
that includes one or more seismic beams according to an
embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a front view of a moment resisting frame that
includes one or more seismic beams according to another
embodiment; and

FIG. 15 is a front view of a moment resisting frame that
includes one or more seismic beams according to yet another
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments disclosed herein relate to structural, seismic
beams and columns as well as to structures including such
seismic beams and columns. In some embodiments, the seis-
mic beams and columns may be sized, shaped, or otherwise
configured to have an approximately even or uniform stress
distribution (e.g., during a seismic and/or wind loading
event). For instance, the seismic beams and/or columns may
form or may be included in a moment-resisting frame, which
resist lateral forces. In particular, the moment-resisting frame
may have rigid joints or connections between the seismic
beams and columns, such that lateral force applied to the
moment-resisting frame produces bending moment and/or
shear forces in the seismic beams and columns and/or at joints
therebetween.

A typical moment-resisting frame includes conventional
beams and columns that have an approximately uniform
cross-section along respective lengths thereof. Also, gener-
ally, the bending moment experienced by the seismic beams
and/or columns, which is produced by application of lateral
force to the moment-resisting frame, produces stress in the
seismic beams and columns of the moment-resisting frame.
In some embodiments, the seismic beams and/or columns
described herein may be sized, shaped, or otherwise config-
ured to have an approximately even or uniform distribution of
stresses related to bending moments experienced thereby
(e.g., along a length or longitudinal axis thereof). Accord-
ingly, to form the moment-resisting frame designed or
capable of resisting particular lateral forces, in some embodi-
ments, the seismic beams and/or columns (described below in
more detail) may use less material than conventional beams
and/or columns.

As described above, the moment-resisting frame may
include rigid joints. While the rigid joint may vary from one
embodiment to the next, generally, a rigid joint rigidly or
substantially inflexibly restrains relative movement (e.g., piv-
oting) between the beams and/or columns connected at such
joints. For example, a rigid joint between a beam and a col-
umn may be a welded joint. In some instances, lateral forces
applied to the moment-resisting frame may damage or fail
one or more rigid joints (e.g., welds) of the moment-resisting
frame, thereby compromising integrity thereof as well as
integrity of a structure (e.g., a building) reinforced by the
moment-resisting frame. In conventional practice, the
moment-resisting frame may include preferentially weak-
ened point(s) or location(s) along beams and/or columns
(e.g., aReduced Beam Section (RBS)), which may be near the
rigid joints and may allow such beams and/or columns to
plastically deform at such preferentially weakened points,
thereby reducing the risk of failure at the rigid joints. In some
embodiments, distributing the stress along the seismic beams
and/or columns of the moment-resisting frame may reduce
the risk of joint failure. As such, the moment-resisting frame
according to one or more embodiments may include seismic
beams and/or columns without preferentially weakened loca-
tions that may lead to costly repairs or in irreparable damage
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4

after application of lateral forces to the moment-resisting
frame (e.g., during a seismic event and/or wind loading
event).

FIG. 1 illustrates a seismic beam 100 according to at least
one embodiment. The seismic beam 100 may have a generally
I-shaped cross-section. For instance, the seismic beam 100
may include a web 110 and flanges 120, 130 connected to
(e.g., attached to or integrated with) the web 110. The web
110 and the flanges 120, 130 may extend longitudinally along
a longitudinal axis 10 and may define a length of the seismic
beam 100. It should be appreciated that term “seismic beam”
is used for ease of description and is not intended to connote
a particular orientation (e.g., vertical, horizontal, etc.).
Hence, for example, depending on a particular application or
structure, the seismic beam 100 may be incorporated as a
beam, a column, or any other structural member, which may
have horizontal, vertical, or any other suitable orientation.

In some embodiments, the web 110 and/or the flanges 120,
130 may have approximately planar major surfaces. For
instance, the web 110 may have an approximately planar
major surface 111. Similarly, the flange 120 may have an
approximately planar major surface 121. It should be appre-
ciated that the flange 130 may be similar to or the same as the
flange 120. Hence, in some embodiments, the flange 130 may
have an approximately planar major surface that may be
similar to or the same as the major surface 121 of the flange
120.

In an embodiment, the major surfaces of the web 110 (e.g.,
major surface 111 and an opposing major surface) may be
approximately perpendicular to one or more major surface of
the flange 120 and/or flange 130 (e.g., to the major surface
121). Accordingly, as described above, in at least one embodi-
ment, the seismic beam 100 may have a generally I-shaped
cross-section. It should be appreciated, however, that at least
some portions of the major surfaces of the web 110 and/or of
any of the flanges 120, 130 may have non-planar configura-
tion (e.g., irregular, bowed or curved, etc.). Moreover, in
some embodiments, the seismic beam 100 may have a gen-
erally I-shaped cross-section and generally non-planar major
surfaces of one or more of the web 110 and/or one or more of
the flanges 120, 130.

The cross-sectional area of the seismic beam 100 may
change or vary along the longitudinal axis 10. For example,
the cross-sectional area (e.g., taken at cross-section A-A) of
the seismic beam 100 may decrease from a first area at or near
a first end 101 of the seismic beam 100 to a second area (e.g.,
taken at cross-section B-B) at or near a second end 102 of the
seismic beam 100. Particularly, the cross-sectional area of the
seismic beam 100 at a given location may the sum of the
cross-sectional areas of the web 110 and the cross-sectional
areas of the flanges 120, 130 at the given location. Accord-
ingly, the variance (e.g., decrease) of the cross-sectional area
of'the seismic beam 100 along the longitudinal axis 10 may be
produced by varying the cross-sectional areas of one or more
of the web 110, flange 120, or flange 130 along the longitu-
dinal axis 10.

For instance, generally reducing the cross-sectional areas
of'the flange 120 and/or flange 130 along the longitudinal axis
10 may produce reduction of the total cross-sectional area of
the seismic beam 100 along the longitudinal axis 10 thereof.
In an embodiment, the cross-sectional areas of the flange 120
and/or flange 130 may vary linearly along the longitudinal
axis 10. In some embodiments, the cross-sectional areas of
the flange 120 and/or flange 130 may have nonlinear variance
along the longitudinal axis 10. It should be appreciated that
varying (e.g., reducing) the cross-sectional area of the seismic
beam 100 along the longitudinal axis 10 thereof may result in
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correspondingly varied (e.g., reduced or increased) moments
of inertia (I, 1) of the seismic beam 100 at various locations
along the longitudinal axis 10. Moreover, linear variance of
the cross-sectional area of the seismic beam 100 may result in
nonlinear variance of one or more moments of inertia (i.e., of
the I, and/or ). In some embodiments, nonlinear variance of
the cross-sectional area of the seismic beam 100 may result in
linear variance of one or more moments of inertia of seismic
beam 100.

In at least one embodiment, the flange 120 and/or flange
130 may be generally tapered, having a greater width at the
first end 101 and narrowing toward a smaller width at the
second end 102. For example, the flange 120 and/or flange
130 may have respective base sides 122, 132 at or near the first
end 101 and tapered sides 123, 133 at or near the second end
102. In other words, respective widths of the flanges 120,130
may progressively or gradually shorten along the longitudinal
axis 10 from the firstend 101 toward the second end 102 of the
seismic beam 100. In some embodiments, the reduction of the
widths of the flange 120 and/or flange 130 along the longitu-
dinal axis 10 may be approximately linear such that the flange
120 and/or flange 130 have generally triangular shapes (e.g.,
truncated triangular shapes). As such, in some embodiments,
the flange 120 and/or flange 130 may have approximately
straight or linear longitudinal sides 124, 125 and 134, 135,
respectively.

Furthermore, linear reduction in widths of the flange 120
and/or flange 130 may linearly reduce the cross-sectional
areas of the seismic beam 100 along the longitudinal axis 10
from the first end 101 toward the second end 102. Alterna-
tively, the reduction in widths may be nonlinear (e.g., loga-
rithmic, function of a cube root, irregular, etc.), which may
produce nonlinear variance (e.g., reduction) of the cross-
sectional area of the seismic beam 100 from the first end 101
toward the second end 102. In some embodiments, the flange
120 and/or flange 130 may have non-linear longitudinal sides
(e.g., generally curved or arcuate), which may produce non-
linear variance of the respective widths of the flange 120 and
flange 130 and cross-sectional areas thereof taken along the
longitudinal axis 10. For example, the non-linear longitudinal
sides may follow a generally circular path, a generally ellip-
tical path, or a generally parabolic path. General peripheral
shapes of the flange 120 and/or flange 130 (as defined by
respective longitudinal sides, base side, and tapered side
thereof) may vary from one embodiment to the next. In any
event, however, the longitudinal sides of the flange 120 and/or
flange 130 may vary in a manner that produces reduction in
the respective widths of the flange 120 and/or flange 130 from
the first end 101 toward the second end 102 of the seismic
beam 100.

As mentioned above, in some embodiments, the seismic
beam 100 may be included in various structures, such as
moment-resisting frames. Moreover, in some instances,
moments experienced by the seismic beam 100 may vary
along the longitudinal axis 10 thereof. In an embodiment, the
moments of inertia [ and/or I, may generally vary ina similar
manner as the moment experienced by the seismic beam 100.
In other words, the moments of inertia I, and/or I, of the
seismic beam 100 may be sufficient to compensate or coun-
teract corresponding moments along the longitudinal axis 10
may (e.g., in a manner that substantially evenly distributes
stress in along the longitudinal axis of the seismic beam 100
and/or avoids, limits, and/or more evenly plastic deformation
of the seismic beam 100).

For example, the moment experienced by the seismic beam
100 during seismic loading may be highest at the first end 101
and lowest at the second end 102. Hence, the moments of
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inertia I, and/or I, of the seismic beam 100 may be highest at
the first end 101 and lowest at the second end 102 of the
seismic beam 100 in order to effectively lower and/or more
evenly distribute bending stresses caused by the moment. In
an embodiment, as described above, the seismic beam 100
may include generally tapered flanges 120, 130, such that the
moment of inertia I, of the seismic beam 100 is highest at the
first end 101 and lowest at the second end 102. Accordingly,
the seismic beam 100 may have a more efficient or more cost
effective distribution material along the longitudinal axis 10
(e.g., as compared with a conventional beam that has approxi-
mately constant cross-sectional areas of the flanges and/or of
the web along the length thereof).

Generally, the seismic beam 100 may be made from any
number of suitable materials. For example, the seismic beam
100 may comprise steel (e.g., rolled steel having tensile
strength of about 50 ksi), an aluminum alloy, etc. In some
embodiments, the web 110 as well as the flanges 120, 130
may comprise the same or similar material. Alternatively, as
described below in more detail, the web 110, flange 120, or
flange 130 may comprise materials that are different one from
another. In any event, distribution of the material along the
longitudinal axis 10 of the seismic beam 100 may be such that
more material and/or higher yield strength material is located
at locations that are intended to experience higher moment
and less material is located at locations that are intended to
experience lower moment (e.g., during a seismic event and/or
wind loading event).

In some embodiments, the seismic beam 100 may be fab-
ricated from a conventional I-beam or H-beam. For example,
portions of the flanges of a conventional beam may be
removed or cut away to produce the flanges 120, 130. Alter-
natively, in some embodiments, the flanges 120, 130 may be
welded or otherwise secured to the web 110.

As described above, the seismic beam may have varying
moment of inertia along longitudinal axis or length thereof
(e.g., moments of inertia may vary to approximately match
anticipated moments experienced thereby). In some embodi-
ments, the seismic beam may experience load or moment
having alternating direction along (e.g., along longitudinal
axis ofthe seismic beam), such that a portion or location of the
seismic beam experiences no moment thereon. FIG. 2 illus-
trates seismic beam 100a according to an embodiment that
may be included in a system or structure where under some
loads, the seismic beam 100a may experience no moment at
or near a center thereof (as measure along longitudinal axis
104a). Except as otherwise described herein the seismic beam
100a and its elements or components may be similar to or the
same as seismic beam 100 (FIG. 1) and its corresponding
elements and components. For instance, the seismic beam
100a may include a web 110a and opposing flanges 120a and
130a.

In at least one embodiment, the moment of inertia of the
seismic beam 100a may alternatingly decrease and increase
along the longitudinal axis 10a. For example, moment of
inertia may decrease from a first location 101« on the seismic
beam 100a to a second location 1024, and may increase from
the second or intermediate location 1024 to a third location
1034 on the seismic beam 100a. As such, the seismic beam
100a experiencing moment that decreases and increases
along the longitudinal axis 10a of the seismic beam 100a,
may proportionally resist such moment. In an embodiment,
the second location 102a may be approximately midway
between the first and second locations 1014, 1034 (e.g., at the
center of the seismic beam 100 as measured along the longi-
tudinal axis 10a).
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As such, in some embodiments, the flange 120a and/or the
flange 130a may have varying cross-sectional shapes along
the longitudinal axis 10a, which may contribute to varying the
moment of inertia of the seismic beam 100« in a manner that
approximates the moment experienced by the seismic beam
100a (e.g., such that the seismic beam 100a has a higher
moment of inertia at locations experiencing higher moment
and lower moment of inertia at locations experiencing lower
moment). In at least one embodiment, a cross-sectional area
of the flange 120a may vary along the longitudinal axis 10a
such that the cross-sectional area of the flange 1204 at the first
end 101a and at the third location 1034 is greater than at the
second location 102a. In some embodiments, the second
location 102a may be located between the first location 101«
and the third location 1034 along the longitudinal axis 10a.

For instance, the flange 120a may have approximately first
and second flange portions 121a, 1224, which may have bases
thereof at or near the respective first location 101a and second
location 102a. In some embodiments, the first and second
flange portions 121a, 122a may be connected together or
integrated with each other (e.g., without a gap there between).
For example, the first flange portion 121a and/or the second
flange portion 122a¢ may be similar to the flange 120 of the
seismic beam 100 (FIG. 1). As such, in at least one embodi-
ment, the first flange portion 121a and/or the second flange
portion 1224 may have approximately straight or linear sides.
Alternatively, the first flange portion 121a and/or the second
flange portion 122a may have nonlinear sides, as described
above in connection with the flange 120 of the seismic beam
100 (FIG. 1).

In some embodiments, the flange 130a may have an
approximately the same shape as the flange 120a. Alterna-
tively, the flange 130a may have a different shape than the
flange 120qa (e.g., approximately uniform shape, a different
shape having varying width, etc.). In any event, varying the
widths of the flange 1204 (e.g., of the first flange portion 121a
and/or the second flange portion 122a) and/or of the flange
130a or one or more portions thereof may vary the moment of
inertia of the seismic beam 100a along the longitudinal axis
10¢ in a manner that approximately corresponds to the vari-
ance of the moment experienced by the seismic beam 100a
along the longitudinal axis 10a.

As described above, the flanges of the seismic beams may
be fabricated by removing a portion of an otherwise rectan-
gular flange. Additionally or alternatively, one or more por-
tions or plates may be attached to an existing or a modified
flange of a beam. FIG. 3, for example, illustrates a seismic
beam 1005 that includes plates 1405, 1415, 1425, 1435 that
may be attached or secured to flanges 1205, 1305. Except as
otherwise described herein the seismic beam 1005 and its
elements or components may be similar to or the same as any
of the seismic beams 100, 1004 (FIGS. 1, 2) and their corre-
sponding elements and components. For instance, the seismic
beam 1005 may include a web 11056 connected to the flange
1204 and flange 1305 and have a generally similar shape to
the seismic beam 100 (FIG. 1).

As mentioned above, the seismic beam 1005 may be manu-
factured from steel, aluminum, etc. For example, the web
1105, flange 1205, and flange 1306 may be integrated
together, while the plates 1405, 1415, 1425, 1435 may be
attached to the respective flanges 1205 and/or 1305. More-
over, in some embodiments, one or more of the plates 1405,
1415, 1425, 1435 may include different material than the web
1104, flange 1205, flange 1305, or combinations thereof. For
instance, the web 11056 and flanges 12056, 1305 may include
material having a first tensile yield strength and the plates
14056,1415,1425,143b may include material having a second
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tensile yield strength, which may be less than or greater than
the first tensile strength (e.g., the first tensile yield strength
may be 50 ksi and the second tensile yield strength may be 30
ksi, 100 ksi, etc.).

In some embodiments, however, the plates 1405, 1415,
1425, 1435 may include the same or similar material as the
web 11056 and/or flange 12056, 1305. Moreover, as described
above, fabricating the seismic beam 1005 may involve
removing portions of the rectangular flanges to form the
flange 12056 and/or flange 1305. As such, in some instances,
removed portions ofthe original flange(s) may form the plates
1405, 1415,1425b, 143b, which may be attached to the flange
1206 and/or flange 1304.

In an embodiment, the plates 1405, 1415, 1425, 1435 may
be smaller than corresponding portions of the flange 1205
(e.g., portions of the flange 1205 extending outward from the
centerline of the flange 1205). Accordingly, in some embodi-
ments, the seismic beam 1005 may include a gap or space
between the plates 1405, 1415 and between the plates 1425,
1435. Alternatively, however, at least some of the adjacent
plates 1405, 1415, 1425, 1435 may abut one another such that
minimizes or substantially eliminate space therebetween.
Moreover, in some examples, the in lieu of or in addition to
the adjacent plates 1405, 1415 and/or plates 1425, 1435, the
seismic beam may include a single plate that may cover a
corresponding portion of or the entire flange 1205 and/or
flange 13054, as described below.

FIG. 4 illustrates a seismic beam 100c¢ that has varying
moment of inertia along the longitudinal axis thereof, accord-
ing to an embodiment. Except as otherwise described herein
the seismic beam 100¢ and its elements or components may
be similar to or the same as any of the seismic beams 100,
100a,1005 (FIGS. 1-3) and their corresponding elements and
components. For instance, the seismic beam 100c¢ may
include flange 120c¢ and flange 130c¢ connected to a web 110c¢,
and may generally have generally the same or similar shape as
the seismic beam 100a (FIG. 2).

In at least one embodiment, the seismic beam 100¢ may
include plates 140¢, 141¢, 142¢, 143¢ attached to the flange
120c¢ and/or flange 130c¢. As described above, the plates 140c,
141c¢, 142¢, 143¢ may be formed from the portions removed
from flanges of an otherwise rectangular or conventional
I-beam or H-beam to form the flange 120¢ and/or flange 130c¢.
In some embodiments, each of the plates 140c¢, 141¢, 142¢,
143¢ may be continuous or discrete plate that expands from a
first end of the seismic beam 100c¢ to a second, opposing end
thereof. Alternatively, at least some of the plates 140c¢, 141c¢,
142¢, 143 ¢ may include multiple (e.g., two or more) portions.

Moreover, as mentioned above, any of the plates 140c,
141c¢, 142¢, 143¢ or portions thereof may include the same
material as the web 110, flange 120, flange 130, or combina-
tions thereof (FIG. 1), or may include material different there-
from. In any event, the plates 140¢, 141¢, 142¢, 143¢ may be
attached to the respective flanges 120¢ and/or 130c¢ to form
the seismic beam 100c¢ that has varying moment of inertia
along the longitudinal axis thereof. Generally, as described
above, the plates 140c¢, 141¢, 142¢, 143¢ may be attached to
the respective flanges 120c¢ and/or 130¢ with any number
suitable mechanisms (e.g., fasteners, welding, etc.).

In some embodiments, one or more plates may be attached
to a conventional I-beam or H-beam to produce varying
moment of inertia along the length or longitudinal axis
thereof. FIG. 5 illustrates a seismic beam 1004 that may
include a conventional H-beam 1014 and plates 1404, 1414,
142d, 143d, attached to flanges 1204, 130d of the conven-
tional H-beam 1014, according to an embodiment. Except as
otherwise described herein the seismic beam 1004 and its
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elements or components may be similar to or the same as any
of the seismic beams 100, 1004, 1005, 100¢ (FIGS. 1-4) and
their corresponding elements and components. For instance,
the seismic beam 100¢ may include the flange 120¢ and flange
130c¢ connected together by a web 110c¢ and collectively
forming the conventional H-beam.

As mentioned above, the seismic beam 1004 may have
varying moment of inertia along the longitudinal axis. More
specifically, cross-sectional areas of the plates 1404, 1414,
142d, 1434 along the longitudinal axis may contribute to the
moment of inertia of the seismic beam 1004 in a manner that
the moment of inertia varies along the longitudinal axis to
accommodate varying moment experienced by the seismic
beam 1004 at an installation.

It should be appreciated that, generally, the plates 1404,
141d, 142d, 143d may be attached to the flange 1204 and/or
flange 1304 in any suitable manner and with any suitable
mechanisms. For instance, the plates 140d, 141d, 1424, 143d
may be fastened, welded (seam welded, spot welded, brazed,
etc.), or otherwise secured to the flange 1205 and/or flange
1304. In an embodiment, at least some of the plates 1404,
141d, 142d, 143d may include stich welds 1504 that may
secure the plates 1404, 141d, 142d, 143d to the respective
flange 1204 and/or flange 1304.

In some embodiments, outer edges of the plates 140d,
141d, 142d, 143d may be within a general lateral perimeter
for the flange 1204 and/or flange 1304. Alternatively, how-
ever, as shown in FIG. 6, according to an embodiment, a
seismic beam 100e may include plates 140e, 141e, 142¢, 143¢
attached to flange 120e and/or flange 130e. Except as other-
wise described herein the seismic beam 100e and its elements
or components may be similar to or the same as any of the
seismic beams 100, 100a, 1005, 100¢, 1004 (FIGS. 1-5) and
their corresponding elements and components. For instance,
the seismic beam 100e may include a web 110e connecting
together the flange 120e and flange 130e¢ (e.g., similar to the
seismic beam 1004 (FIG. 5)). In one or more embodiments, at
least some portions of one or more of the plates 140e, 141e,
142¢, 143¢ may be wider than the flange 120e and/or flange
130e. In other words, at least some portions of the plates 140e,
141e, 142¢, 143e may protrude outward past the perimeter of
the flange 120e and/or flange 130e.

In some embodiments, the seismic beams may include one
or more openings or cutouts in the webs thereof. FIG. 7
illustrates a seismic beam 100f that include approximately
cutouts 160fin a web 110f; according to an embodiment. For
instance, material removed from the web 110f(when forming
the cutouts 160f) may be reused or recycled, thereby reducing
material cost of the seismic beam 100f. Generally, the cutouts
160 may be equidistantly spaced one form another along the
longitudinal axis of the seismic beam 100f. Alternatively,
however, spacing from one to another of the cutouts 160/ may
vary along the seismic beam 100/

In some embodiments, the cutouts 160f may be approxi-
mately circular. Hence, for instance, the cutouts 160/ may be
machined with one or more rotary tools. In alternative or
additional embodiments, as shown in FI1G. 8, a seismic beam
100g may include a non-circular cutouts 160g in a web 110g
of the seismic beam 100g. It should be appreciated that spe-
cific shapes, size, spacing, and number of the cutouts may
vary from one embodiment to the next. Moreover, any of the
seismic beams 100a-¢ described above may include one or
more cutouts in the respective webs thereof, which may be
similar to the cutouts 160/ (FIG. 7) and/or cutouts 160g.

While, as described above, in some embodiments, seismic
beams and/or columns may include a single web that secures
opposing flanges, in additional or alternative embodiments,
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seismic beams and/or columns may include multiple webs
that secure opposing flanges. FIG. 9 illustrates a seismic
beam 100/ that includes webs 110/, 111/ connecting oppos-
ing flanges 120/, 130/, which may generally have a tubular
shape, according to an embodiment. Except as otherwise
described herein the seismic beam 100/ and its elements or
components may be similar to or the same as any of the
seismic beams 100,100a, 1005, 100¢, 1004, 100e (FIGS. 1-6)
and their corresponding elements and components. For
example, the moment of inertia of the seismic beam 100/ may
vary from a first end 101/ toward a second end 102/ of the
seismic beam 100/ (e.g., the moment of inertia at the second
end 102/ may be smaller than at the first end 1017%).

In one or more embodiments, the web 110/, 111/ and the
flange 120/, 130/ may collectively form or define an opening
1704, which may extend longitudinally through the seismic
beam 1004. For instance, the web 110/ may be approximately
parallel to the web 111/ and perpendicular to the flange 120/
and flange 130/%. Hence, the seismic beam 100/~ may have a
generally rectangular or square cross-sectional shape. Like-
wise, the opening 170/ may have a generally rectangular
cross-sectional shape. It should be appreciated, however, that
the seismic beam 100/ and/or the opening 170/ may have any
suitable shape, which may vary from one embodiment to the
next (e.g., triangular, polygonal, circular, or other suitable
cross-sectional shape).

Similar to the seismic beam 100 (FIG. 1), the flange 1204
and/or the flange 130/ may contribute continuously smaller
amounts of cross-sectional area along the longitudinal axis of
the seismic beam 100/ from the first end 101/ toward the
second end 102/. For example, the flange 120/ and/or flange
130/ may betapered (e.g., generally triangular). In additional
or alternative embodiments, the seismic beam 100/ may have
any suitable peripheral shape or taper.

While the seismic beam 100/ includes two webs 110/ and
111/ and two flanges 120/, 1304, it should be appreciated
that seismic beams and/or columns may include any number
ofwebs and flanges, which may vary from one embodiment to
the next. Hence, as noted above, the cross-sectional shape of
the seismic beam and/or column may vary from one embodi-
ment to the next. Moreover, it should be appreciated that any
of the seismic beams described above may include multiple
webs and/or flanges. For example, FIG. 10 illustrates a seis-
mic beam 100% that has an approximately rectangular cross-
sectional shape (e.g., similar to the seismic beam 100/ (FIG.
9) and has alternatingly varying moment of inertia along
longitudinal axis (e.g., similar to the seismic beam 1004 (FIG.
2)). Except as otherwise described herein the seismic beam
100% and its elements or components may be similar to or the
same as any of the seismic beams 100, 100a, 1005, 100c,
100d, 100e, 100/ (FIGS. 1-6, 9) and their corresponding
elements and components.

The seismic beam 100% and the seismic beam 100/ (FIG.
9) may be fabricated using any number of suitable manufac-
turing methods and techniques. For instance, the seismic
beam 1004 may be fabricated by attaching together (e.g.,
welding) webs 110k, 1114 and flanges 1204, 130%. Addition-
ally or alternatively, the seismic beam 100k may be fabricated
by selectively compressing and/or stretching an extruded or
folded rectangular tube.

Furthermore, as mentioned above, any of the seismic
beams and/or columns described herein may include one or
more cutouts in the webs thereof. FIGS. 11-12 illustrate seis-
mic beams seismic beam 100, seismic beam 1007 with
multiple webs, which include multiple openings therein.
Except as otherwise described herein the seismic beam 1002,
seismic beam 1007 and their elements or components may be
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similar to or the same as any of the seismic beam 100, seismic
beam 1004, seismic beam 1005, seismic beam 100c¢, seismic
beam 1004, seismic beam 100e, seismic beam 100/, seismic
beam 100% (FIGS. 1-6, 9, 10) and their corresponding ele-
ments and components. FIG. 11 illustrates an a seismic beam
100z that includes webs 110m, 111m with polygonal cutouts
160m therethrough, according to at least one embodiment.

In at least one embodiment, the seismic beam 100m may
include cutouts 160m that pass through both webs web 110m
and 111m. In other words, the cutouts 160 in the web 110m
may be aligned with the cutouts 160m in the web 111m,
thereby forming openings through the webs 110m and 111m.
Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 12, a seismic beam 1007 may
include cutouts 1607 in a web 1107 that are offset along the
longitudinal axis of the seismic beam 1007 from cutouts 161
in web 111. In other words, the cutouts 1607 and 161~ may
be at least partially misaligned one from another along the
longitudinal axis of the seismic beam 100z. It should be
appreciated that, in some examples, one or more of the cut-
outs in the webs may be aligned with one another, while one
or more other cutouts may be misaligned one from another.

As mentioned above, the seismic beams described herein
may be incorporated into and/or may form any number of
structures. Although FIGS. 13-15 are illustrated as utilizing
one or more of the seismic beams 100a shown in FIG. 2, any
of'the seismic beams disclosed herein may be used instead of
the seismic beam 100a, such as the seismic beam 100c-100e
shown in FIGS. 4-6, respectively. Additionally, as used herein
including the claims, the terms “horizontal” or variants
thereof and “vertical” or variants thereof include deviations
from perfectly horizontal or perfectly vertical and are used
herein merely for simplicity and convenience.

FIG. 13 illustrates a moment-resisting frame 200 accord-
ing to an embodiment. For example, the moment-resisting
frame 200 may include one or more horizontally oriented
seismic beams 1004 rigidly connected to and between oppos-
ing vertical seismic beams 1004'. In other words, the moment-
resisting frame 200 may include rigid joints between the
seismic beams 1004' and the seismic beam(s) 100a. For
instance, the seismic beams 100a may be welded to the seis-
mic beams 1004' at connection locations therebetween.

Additionally or alternatively, the rigid joints between the
seismic beams 100a and seismic beams 1004' may include
bracketed and/or bolted connections. In any event, in at least
one embodiment, application of a lateral force F or F' to the
moment-resisting frame 200 may produce bending and/or
twisting (e.g., elastic or plastic deformation) of the seismic
beams 100a and/or seismic beams 100q4', while the joints
therebetween may rigidly hold the seismic beams 100a and
seismic beams 100a' together. Moreover, in some embodi-
ments, each of the vertical seismic beams 100a' may include
a single continuous beam or multiple beams connected
together (e.g., welded, fastened together, etc.).

In some embodiments, at the connection locations or joint
locations between the seismic beams 100a' and the seismic
beams 1004, the flanges of the seismic beams 1004' may have
the widest portions. In other words, the seismic beams 1004'
may have a greatest moment of inertia at the connection
locations with the seismic beams 100a, and the respective
moments of inertia may decrease from the connections loca-
tions along the longitudinal axis of the seismic beams 100a'.
Furthermore, in some embodiments, as described above,
moments of inertia of the seismic beams 100a' may alternate
along the longitudinal axes thereof. For example, the
moments of inertia of the seismic beams 100a' may decrease
along the longitudinal axes thereof from a first connection
location to an intermediate location and increase to a second
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connection location (e.g., with another seismic beam 100a)
along the respective longitudinal axis.

In some embodiments, the intermediate location may be
approximately midway between the first and second connec-
tion locations. As mentioned above, the moment of inertia
may be varied along the seismic beams in any number of
suitable ways. For example, at least one portion of one or
more of the flanges may be generally tapered or having widths
reducing along the longitudinal axis of the seismic beam. In
an embodiment, width of the flanges of the seismic beams
100a' may decrease from the first connection location to the
intermediate location with distance along the longitudinal
axes of the seismic beams 100a'. Moreover, the width of the
flanges of the seismic beams 100a' may increase from the
intermediate location to the second connection location. For
instance, the widest portion of the flanges of the seismic
beams 100a' may be located at or near the connection loca-
tions or joints with the seismic beams 100a.

As mentioned above, in some examples, application of
force F and/or F' to the moment-resisting frame 200 may
produce an approximately even or balanced distribution of
bending stresses along the respective longitudinal axes of the
seismic beams 100a and/or 1004a'. In other words, material in
the seismic beams 100a and/or in the seismic beams 1004’
may be distributed along respective longitudinal axes thereof
in a manner that reduces the total amount of material required
or suitable for withstanding the forces F and/or ' as com-
pared to conventional I- or H-beams of approximately uni-
form cross-section along the longitudinal axes thereof.

In some embodiments, the moment-resisting frame 200
may include two or more seismic beams 100q, the may extend
horizontally between the seismic beams 1004'". It should be
appreciated, however, the moment-resisting frames may
include any number of seismic beams or columns described
herein, which may have any number of suitable orientations.
FIG. 14, for example, illustrates a moment-resisting frame
200q that includes numerous horizontally oriented seismic
beams 100¢ rigidly connected to and extending between
opposing vertical seismic beams 1004'. In some instances, the
moment-resisting frame 200a may include increased the
number of horizontal seismic beam 100a having decreased
sizes (e.g., flange widths and/or web heights), and may main-
tain resistance to the same forces F and/or F'. Additionally or
alternatively, increasing the number of horizontal seismic
beams 100a, while maintaining sizes thereof may allow the
moment-resisting frame 200a to withstand greater lateral
forces (as compared with a moment-resisting frame having
fewer horizontal seismic beams 100q of the same size).

Moreover, in some embodiments, the horizontal and verti-
cal seismic beams and/or columns (e.g., seismic beams 100a
and seismic beams 100a') may have alternatingly varying
moment of inertia, as described above. In additional or alter-
native embodiments, however, the moment-resisting frames
may have one or more seismic beams and/or columns that
have reducing or increasing moments of inertia from a first
location to a second location along the longitudinal axes
thereon.

FIG. 15 illustrates a moment-resisting frame 2005 that
includes horizontal seismic beam 1004 rigidly connected to
and extending between opposing vertical seismic beam 100a'.
The moment-resisting frame 2005 includes vertical seismic
beams 100 that may extend between horizontal seismic
beams 100qa. In some instances, the seismic beams 100 may
be rigidly connected to the seismic beams 100a. Additionally
or alternatively, one or more ends of the seismic beams 100
may be pivotally connected to the seismic beams 1004 (e.g.,
allowing at least some pivoting about at least one axis). In any
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event, the seismic beams 100 may allow the moment-resisting
frame 2005 to absorb increased amount of energy or applied
lateral force (e.g., during a seismic event and/or wind loading
event), as compared with a moment-resisting frame that
includes conventional beams and/or columns.

In one or more embodiments, the moment-resisting frame
20056 may include one or more conventional beams. For
example, in lieu of or in addition to the vertically oriented
seismic beams 1004', the moment-resisting frame 2005 may
include conventional beams. Additionally or alternatively,
any of the seismic beams 100a may be replaced with one or
more conventional horizontal beams. For example, the upper-
most and lowermost of the seismic beams 100a of the
moment-resisting frame 2005 may be replaced with conven-
tional horizontal beams.

In some embodiments, the seismic beam 100 may have a
higher moment of inertia at first ends thereof and lower
moment of inertia at second ends thereof (as described
above). For example, all first ends of the seismic beams 100
may be connected to the same seismic beam 100a and all of
the second ends of the seismic beams 100 may be connected
to another, opposing seismic beam 100a. Alternatively, some
of the first ends of the seismic beams 100 may be connected
to a first seismic beam 100a, while other first ends of the
seismic beams 100 may be connected to a second, opposing
seismic beam 100a. In other words, the orientation of the
moment of inertia gradient along respective longitudinal axes
of the seismic beams 100 may vary from one seismic beam
100 to another. In some examples, orientation of the moment
of inertia gradient along respective longitudinal axes of the
seismic beam 100 may alternate from one to another, such
that the moment of inertia gradient of adjacent seismic beams
100 is oriented in opposing directions (e.g., upward and
downward).

Generally, spacing between seismic beams 100 may vary
from one embodiment to the next. Also, in one or more
embodiments, the seismic beams 100 may connect opposing
horizontal seismic beams 100a along a portion of the lengths
of the seismic beams 100a or along substantially entire
lengths thereof. Moreover, in some examples, the moment-
resisting frame 2005 may include upper and lower sections
2015, 202b. More specifically, the upper section 2015 may
include a first (e.g., top) seismic beam 100a, a second (e.g.,
middle) seismic beam 100a, and seismic beams 100 con-
nected therebetween, and the lower section 2025 may include
the second seismic beam 100aq, the third (e.g., bottom) seis-
mic beam 100a, and seismic beams 100 connected therebe-
tween.

In some embodiments, the seismic beams 100 in the upper
section 2015 may be connected along a first portion of the
lengths of the seismic beams 1004, leaving an opening 2105
that does not include seismic beams 100. Moreover, the seis-
mic beams 100 in the lower section 20256 may be connected
along a second portion of the lengths of the seismic beams
100a, leaving an opening 2115 in the lower section 2025,
which may be geometrically opposite (e.g., a mirrored image)
of the opening 2105 in the upper section 2015. In any event,
it should be appreciated that a particular pattern, spacing, and
number of seismic beams 100 may vary from one embodi-
ment to the next. Also, in some embodiments, the seismic
beams 100a may be vertically oriented and connected to other
seismic beams 100a. Furthermore, as mentioned above, any
of'the seismic beams described herein may be incorporated in
any moment-resisting frame.

While various aspects and embodiments have been dis-
closed herein, other aspects and embodiments are contem-
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plated. The various aspects and embodiments disclosed
herein are for purposes of illustration and are not intended to
be limiting.

What is claimed is:

1. A beam for fabrication of a moment-resisting frame, the
beam comprising:

one or more webs extending along a longitudinal axis, the
one or more webs including a first side and a second,
opposite side; and

a plurality of flanges connected to the one or more webs
and extending along the longitudinal axis, at least one
flange of the plurality of flanges being positioned on the
first side of the one or more webs and at least another
flange of the plurality of flanges being positioned on the
second, opposite side of the one or more webs, each
flange of the plurality of flanges having an approxi-
mately planar major side that is oriented approximately
perpendicular to the one or more webs, each approxi-
mately major side having a width that gradually
decreases along the longitudinal axis from a first loca-
tion to a second location, the width of each approxi-
mately major side gradually increases along the longi-
tudinal axis from the second location to a third location,
the second location being positioned between the first
location and the third location; and

wherein the one or more webs and the plurality of flanges
form a generally tubular shape.

2. A moment-resisting frame, comprising:

a first vertical beam,;

a second vertical beam; and

a first horizontal beam rigidly connected at a first end
thereof to a first connection location on the first vertical
beam and at a second end thereof'to a second connection
location on the second vertical beam:;

wherein the first vertical beam, second vertical beam, and
the first horizontal beam have a varying moment of
inertia that decreases along a longitudinal axis thereof
from afirst location to a second location, the first vertical
beam having a highest moment of inertia at the first
connection location, and the second vertical beam hav-
ing a highest moment of inertia at the second connection
location.

3. The moment-resisting frame of claim 2 wherein the
moment of inertia of at least one of the first vertical beam,
second vertical beam, or the first horizontal beam increases
along the longitudinal axis from the second location to a third
location.

4. A moment-resisting frame, comprising:

a first vertical beam, including:

a first vertical web;

a first vertical flange connected to the first vertical web,
the first vertical flange having a varying width, the
varying width being greatest at a connection location
and gradually decreasing along a longitudinal axis of
the first vertical beam in a first direction from the
connection location to a reduced width location;

a second vertical flange connected to the first vertical
web;

a second vertical beam oriented approximately parallel to
the first vertical beam;

a first horizontal beam rigidly connected at a first end
thereof to the connection location on the first vertical
beam and at a second end thereof to a connection loca-
tion on the second vertical beam, the first horizontal
beam including:

a first horizontal web having approximately vertical ori-
entation;
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a first horizontal flange connected to the first horizontal
web and having an approximately horizontal orienta-
tion, the first horizontal flange having a width that is
greater at and/or near the first end than at an interme-
diate location between the first end and the second
end; and

a second horizontal flange connected to the first web and
having an approximately horizontal orientation.

5. The moment-resisting frame of claim 4 wherein the
width of the first horizontal flange near the second end is
greater than the width of the first horizontal flange at the
intermediate location.

6. The moment-resisting frame of claim 5 wherein the
intermediate location is approximately midway between the
first end and the second end of the first horizontal beam.

7. The moment-resisting frame of claim 4 wherein the
second horizontal flange has a greater width at and/or near the
first end than at the intermediate location between the firstend
and the second end.

8. The moment-resisting frame of claim 5 wherein at least
a portion of at least one of the first horizontal flange or the
second horizontal flange has a generally tapered shape.

9. The moment-resisting frame of claim 8 wherein at least
one of the first horizontal flange or the second horizontal
flange has approximately linear sides.

10. The moment-resisting frame of claim 8 wherein at least
one of the first horizontal flange or the second horizontal
flange has nonlinear sides.

11. The moment-resisting frame of claim 5 wherein the
second horizontal flange has a width that is greater at and/or
near the second end than the width of the second horizontal
flange at the intermediate location.
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12. The moment-resisting frame of claim 11 wherein the
first horizontal beam includes a second web connecting the
first and second horizontal flanges together.

13. The moment-resisting frame of claim 12 wherein the
first horizontal beam has a generally tubular shape.

14. The moment-resisting frame of claim 5 wherein the
second vertical beam includes:

one or more webs; and

a plurality of flanges connected to the one or more webs, at

least one of the at least one flange having a first width at
the connection location and a second width at an inter-
mediate location that is spaced apart from the connec-
tion location, the second width being smaller than the
first width.

15. The moment-resisting frame of claim 14, further com-
prising a second horizontal beam rigidly connected at a first
end thereof to a second connection location on the first ver-
tical beam and at a second end thereofto a second connection
location on the second vertical beam.

16. The moment-resisting frame of claim 4 wherein the
width of the first vertical flange of the first vertical beam
gradually increases in the first direction from the reduced
width location to another location.

17. The moment-resisting frame of claim 4 wherein a first
portion of at least one of the first vertical beam or the second
vertical beam extends between the connection location and
the intermediate location and has a generally tapered shape.

18. The moment-resisting frame of claim 17 wherein a
second portion of at least one of the first vertical beam or the
second vertical beam extends between the second connection
location and the intermediate location and has a generally
tapered shape.



